The medical witness in this country oftentimes finds himself in a painful position, owing to the incapacity of judge and jury for the appreciation of the teaching of the sciences of which he is the interpreter; and in this way persons arc subjected to all the penalties of crime of which their calamity should render them irresponsible, while others are allowed to endanger the peace of society, bccause their aberrations are not grossly palpable. Something of the same kind, it seems, prevails across the Channel; and the ' Gazette Medicale' takes the case of Marshal Mortier as an occasion for making a few remarks upon the subject. Having attempted the murder of his children, he was consigned to a lunatic asylum, but appealed to the
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